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What Is it about? 

Composed by Dominick Argento, This opera is set in a non-descript train station in 1914, Postcard from 
Morocco follows the story of seven travellers who are characterized by their possessions: a lady with a hand 
mirror, a lady with a hat box, a lady with a cake box, a man with old luggage, a man with a shoe sample kit, and 
a man with a cornet case
For this opera, I worked alongside a team of two other peers and followed directions from the director 

For the frame design for this project, given to us by the director, we followed a more absurdist/unusual element to 
the costumes 

It was also noted that the director did not want a defined time for the looks .

How I Designed/ researched for this was;

1. Have a guideline period of 1930-1970 – This was to help me develop design silhouettes for each character 
but not have them tied down to that definite time.

2. I believe it was important to incorporate each character’s items that define them as part of their clothing.

3. Dual colours were mentioned for the main colours 



Initial mood board and research 





Character research, concepts, and final designs 



Lady with the cake box
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Cake pipping décor 

Main research inspiration 





Man with the shoe sample
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Clark gable

Main research inspiration 





Man with the paintbox
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The Persistence of Memory
Salvador Dalí

Artist smock 

Main research inspiration 





Ensemble 



Main research inspiration 
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Lady with the hat box
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“My Fair Lady” 1964

Main research inspiration 





Puppet master 
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Fancy dress 1930The magician 1958

Main research inspiration 





Man with old luggage 
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Travel stamps

Main research inspiration 
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Main research inspiration 

1950s fashion 

Strangers on a train , 1950

“Mascara”  ress by Orry-Kelly, 
from The Dolly Sisters (1945)



The making of the garment 











Final costume design for “ Lady with the hand mirror”





Working drawing 









What I Achieved :

• An understanding of the Opera 
• Interacted with the director and followed what was asked of us design-wise.
• Being able to confidently change ideas when asked or directed.
• An understanding of the outcome of the garment 
• Provided numerous designs and concepts 
• Provided a detailed toile 
• Tried my best when constructing my garment  

Improvements :

• Being careful with time management 
• Ask for more help 
• Improvement in my sewing skills 
• Ask more garment construction-based questions 
• To think more carefully before agreeing on projects or concepts. 



End 
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